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" view which when demonstrated im monstration of the whole of biology/5 and sec because of the fact that organisms are liable to be influenced by external factors like nutriment, humidity, etc. These arguments can hardly be considered happy.
In the fourth volume there is a good sentence : " The organ is a restriction, not the cause, of the activity of the formative impulse."
In the sixth volume the relation between reason and the creative principle is elucidated by reference to somnambulism, hysteria, etc. Here Treviranus comes to the very modern conclusion (reminding us, for instance, of E. v. Hartmann), that something unconscious is the primary cause of life, affecting the body on the one hand and the spirit on the other. In language not quite clear from the critical point of view the instincts are called " unconscious images."
Towards the end of his life Treviranus, as has been noted above, restated his views on the primary principles of biology,1 and did it in a substantially altered form.
" Purposiveness for itself," as contrasted with the artificial product, is what characterises life for him ; and it is significant how the instinctive, the unconscious, becomes to him the foundation of all vitalistic theory ; in the last volume of the Biology there were already hints of such a view. Consciousness is not a mark of life ; in the instinct the aim is unconscious, in the muscular movement, on the
1 Die Erscheinungen und Gesetze des organischen Lebens, Bremen, i. 1831 ; ii. 1832-3.